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JCAHO Standards 
 

The Joint Commission of Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations, issued a new 
standardized procedures on storing tissue samples.  This new standard, PC.17.10 applies to 
organizations that store or issue tissue, which may include areas outside of the clinical 
laboratory, for example, surgery and outpatient centers and tissue banks. Examples of tissue 
specimens that might be found in an organization include bone, cornea, skin, heart 
valves/conduits, tendons, fascia, dura, bone marrow, veins, arteries, cartilage, sperm, 
embryos, eggs, stem cells, cord blood, synthetic tissue (artificially prepared, human and non-
human based), and other cellular- and tissue-based transplant or implant products.   It says 
in part that the organization must: 

B 6. Maintain continuous temperature monitoring for storage refrigerators and freezers.  

C 7. Maintain daily records to show that tissues were stored at the required temperatures.  

Note: Main types of tissue storage used are: “ambient” room temperature (for example, 
freeze-dried bone), refrigerated, frozen (for example, deep freezing colder than –40°C), and 
liquid nitrogen. 

B 8. Storage equipment has functional alarms and emergency back-up.  
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